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The new 6.25 kHz requirement forces volunteer fire departments, Search & Rescue, Ski Patrol and other 
first responders to pay for digital radios that cost from $2000 to well over $5,000 per radio at a time 
when these volunteer agencies don’t have the resources to pay for them.   
 
Currently, the smaller first responder public safety agencies pay only $125 to $200 for a VHF/UHF dual-
band handheld radios that allow them to communicate with their dispatcher or other surrounding 
agencies. By forcing this new 6.25 kHz (digital) standard now on these smaller rural agencies, will force 
many of them, due to the high cost of digital radios to not purchase their much needed communications 
equipment. Or worse, go without much needed radio equipment.   
 
Public interest would be served by again delaying implementation of the requirement that applications 
for certification of Part 90 equipment in the 150-174 MHz and 450-512 MHz bands demonstrate 6.25 
kHz capability or equivalent efficiency. 
 
By postponing and granting a waiver for the implementation of the new 6.25 kHz digital standard for 3-5 
years, would allow the newer digital radio technology to become more mainstream and come down in 
price so that it may become more affordable in the future for the smaller rural, first responders.  This 
new 6.25 kHz digital technology is currently not used by most of the smaller first responders due to its 
high cost. So why force it on volunteer agencies to pay over 20 times more per radio as it is currently not 
needed. 
 
Our company, “Powerwerx” is a manufacturer and importer of these affordable ($125-$200) radios. 
Increasing the cost 20 times or more ($125 compared to $2,000) just to implement the 6.25 kHz 
standard would be disaster for first responders and place an undue burden on our first responders.  
Please consider to allow our nation’s volunteer, fire, rescue, Search & rescue groups to continue to 
purchase affordable radios ($125-$200 each) without the new 6.25 kHz requirement for the next 3-5 
years when this new technology should come down lower in price and become more affordable in the 
near future. 
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